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Why People Join Social Movement
Social movements are determined groups of people working together to achieve a common goal. In many cases, these groups attempt to achieve social change, resist change or to provide a political voice for those otherwise disenfranchised.  Social movements may be local, national or international. A local social movement includes people from the local environment and means to address problems facing people from the local regions. National social movements address problems faced by people at a national level.  Global social movements aim at addressing very controversial topics and not necessarily politicized topics. 
Types of movements
In addition to the categorization of social movements according to the regions they operate in, social movements are further categorized according to the change they want and how much of the change they want (Little and McGivern n.d.).  
· Reform movements targets changing a specific this about the social structure, an example of a movement under this category is Mothers Against Drunk Driving that specifically aimed at reducing the rate at which people drove while drunk. 
· Revolution movements seek to completely change all aspects of society. An example of a revolutionary movement is the Cuban 26th of July Movement under the Leadership of Fidel Castro (Davis et al. 2005). 
· Redemptive movements aim at changing the inner being of people. Organizations aim at having people change their behaviors and realize themselves spiritually. 

· Finally, resistance movements aim at preventing or undoing a change.  

 Despite their objectives, all social movements create social change.  For example, in the 2010 BP oil spillage in the Gulf of Mexico, led to arise social movements that fought for a solution to be provided. The movements finally led to changes in policies and offshore drilling policies (Berger and Nehring 2017).  Some of the factors that lead to social movements include social injustices and disasters especially due to human activities.  A social movement is a way people of expressing their views. However, these movements vary from place to place and the laws that govern a specified place. Historically, social movements have shaped the phase of revolution in the past years. Tarrow (1998) has offered arguments on arising of social movements which are based on the consolidation of national states, the expansion of roads and printed media communication and the growth of private institutions. Tarrow (1998) argued that many states grew to be centrally governed popular contention became popular too. Additionally, the improvement of transport and communication systems also became increasingly influence on people's ability to meet and communicate. Also, the rise of private associations especially political parties gave people platforms to air their view (Klandermans and Stekelenburg 2009).  It is out these changes that modern social movements were born.   Labor movements in the late 19th century and 20th century were governed by the urge to move to achieve freedom and better working conditions (Amenta et al. 2010). However, the labor movements were joined by other struggles in the countries they were originally raised in.  Besides labor unions, the early century of the 20th century was marked by a huge rise of women's movements to achieve freedom (Sen and Avci 2016). All movements have had specific goals to achieve that are significant to them.  Therefore, people are motivated to join the social movement for either personal reasons, for example in case of political movement or to achieve common goals as an association and create a permanent social change.

Objective Conditions
The right of the civil rights movement in 1950 marked the revolution of social movements from just organization after achieving a common social goal to protestant's cycle in the U.S (McAdam et al. n.d.).   From the civil rights movement, movements such as the women's movement, the Vietnam antiwar struggle, the environmental movement, and the gay and lesbian movements were born.  Sociologists focus on explaining why social movements develop and the choice people make before joining these movements.  In addition to fighting for people's rights, people aim at achieving identity, self-realization and a quality life (Peter, 2017).   Therefore, people will be compelled by the named needs in deciding if it is worth them joining the specific movements. 

People are motivated to join social movements with issues that have been developing in society over a long time. A study shows that issues that led to the 1970s social movement were environment and African American civil rights.  In Chicago, the local and city government appeared at the tops of the list for reasons of protestants.  The second highest claim was that of education which had 1.2% of the total claims (McAdam et al. n.d.).  African American rights ranked number among the reasons for protestants and social movements (McAdam et al. n.d.).
Theoretical discussion
 Functionalist theory: According to functionalist theory, a social movement will develop when there is a dysfunction in the society. For example, the union movement developed when the economy no longer functioned effectively to equally distribute resources to sustain workers and their families. Again, the anti-polio movement emerged to address ineffective vaccines. Many organizations that were under anti-polio movements dissolved after the development of an effective vaccine. Borrowing from equilibrium theory, change in one aspect of the society calls for adjustment on other aspects of the society. Failure to adjust these aspects leads to social disorder. This occurrence provokes people to call for social order and adjustments.  
Unlike the functionalist theory that bases the development of the social movement as a result of social dysfunction, conflict theory argues that social movements are the result of social injustices. It also argues that social change is inevitable and is constant and speedy. The example of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People is an example that suits this category.  Hence, people will join such a movement because they feel that the way they are treated in comparison to others in society is demeaning or unfair. Another organization was created to address the horrific execution occurring in the south Unites States to secure the right that was provided in the 13th, 14th, and the 15th amendment. Though this movement slavery ended and people were set free.  However, though having achieved the set goals, the organization exists to date with the aim of continuous protection against inequalities in civil rights and discriminatory practices. 
Conflict theory was developed by Karl Marx and stated that people join a social movement to challenge the status quo set by the rich in the expense of the poor in society (Johnston 2018).   According to Marx, history is made in portions in which the rich exploit the poor and weak in society.  The theory explains that people join the social movement as a response to unfair conditions that they experience either in a community of a nation at large.  
Prediction and Recommendations
 The society continues to evolve in different aspects and is the people's needs. Therefore, social movements will continue to develop to address these needs.  However, the growth of democracy and civil rights reduces the chances of having many revolutionary movements. Social Movements will continue to challenge the way things are run in society. The connection between social movements and other social aspects including political and economics will always affect the way people relate with each other. People will join a social movement to help in airing their vices as well as being the voice for the voiceless. As it was with the movements speaking against slavery and women's movement, movements to fight for people's rights movements will continue to exist for this purpose and others. Additionally, social movements will be more involved politically to represent those they speak for in politics and leadership. 

	Recommendation
Social Movements should have a developed purpose to present a certain group peacefully to avoid other social crisis as observed in some social movement campaigns.
Additionally, social movements should be proactive enough to ensure that the issues they are addressing are successful and have a long term impact on society. 

People should always investigate the purpose of social movement before deciding to join any.
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